Local Groups meeting template 2: Social Media for Authors
Join the XXX Group on XXX to discuss social media for authors. Nowadays it can seem impossible to be an author without having to utilize social media, but how can we create an online presence that is both engaging and sustainable? How can we balance representing ourselves with maintaining privacy, and keep a healthy work/life balance when so much of our work is on our phones?
All members welcome!

List of social media platforms (for reference):

Facebook
Twitter/X
LinkedIn
Substack
TikTok
WhatsApp
Snapchat
Instagram
Bluesky
Telegram
YouTube
Pinterest


Questions for the meeting:
1. What is your relationship to using social media in your professional life?
2. Are there any social media platforms that you find particularly useful? Are there any you struggle with?
3. What possibilities can social media open up for authors? What are its limitations?
4. Think about a time you had a positive experience using social media as an author. What was good about it? Is there anything you can do to facilitate more of these experiences?
5. How does the way you publish/share your work affect how you use social media?
6. How does the type of writing you do affect how you use social media?
7. How does social media affect your work/life balance? 
8. Do you have any tips for managing your social media in a sustainable or enjoyable way?
9. Do you have a website? What are the benefits and drawbacks to having a website compared to social media?
10. Do you use book-specific or writing-focused social media such as Goodreads or Substack? How do you find them?


Resources:
Types of Social Media – webpage
Jericho Writers Simple Guide to Social Media - webpage
Professional Development - Social Media for Authors – event recording
Professional Development - How to Run a YouTube Channel – event recording
Professional Development - Grow your Professional Network with LinkedIn – event recording 
The reluctant networker - online networking in the literary world – event recording
Professional Development - Canva tips for authors – event recording
Social Media for Poets – event recording
