
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                           
1 ‘The National Archives hold no data on the income currently derived by rights holders in respect of unpublished works 

created before 1880. However, In the only significant project they have engaged in involving non-Crown material of 1,114 

documents (mostly non-official documents of post-1880 origin relating to migration to the UK) reviewed for possible 

reproduction on the project website: 395 were orphan (35.5%), 597 owners permitted use for free (53.5%), 45 owners 

refused use (4%) and 77 owners charged for use (7%). If this is typical of unpublished works created before 1880, it is likely 

that even fewer rights holders are actively exploiting pre-1880 literary works. The National Archives has no data for volumes 

or likely levels of income, but they note that with some very limited exceptions (notably literary manuscripts), incomes are 

unlikely to be high, as rights holders of high-value material have already had several decades to exploit their work.’ 
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