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     Vanessa Rosenthal
2014 November
Writing The Century ~ 22


Passages From Empire ~ BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour


A 5 episode, 1 week series with Fenella Woolgar


Producer, Polly Thomas

2013 December 
Passages From Empire ~ Kings’ College, University of London


An 80 minute play for dramatic performance (script in hand)
2011 June
Shall I Say A Kiss ~ BBC Radio 4, Afternoon Theatre


with Miram Margolyes


Producer, Polly Thomas 

2011 January
Writing The Century ~ 16


Three Women Across the Century ~ BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour


A 5 episode, 1 week series with Eleanor Bron and Suzanne Bertish


Producer, Gary Brown

2010 January
Modelling Spitfires ~ New End Theatre Hampstead

2009 August
Writing The Century ~ 11


Diary of the Sixties ~ BBC R4 Woman’s Hour


A 5 episode, 1 week series


Producer, Pauline Harris

2009 June
Writing The Century ~ 9


Suez and After ~ BBC R4 Woman’s Hour


A 5 episode, 1 week series


Producer, Garry Brown

2008 January
Writing The Century
to August
1 to 4 ~ BBC R4 Woman’s Hour


1900 ~ The New Millenium, The Start of It All,


A Land Fit for Heroes, Mrs. Simpson Says


20 episodes, across 4 weeks with Toby Jones in Weeks 1 & 2


Producer, Polly Thomas                   

2007 May
The Alibi ~ BBC Radio 4, Afternooon Theatre

A dramatisation of a Daphne Du Maurier novella with Michael Maloney. Producer, Chris Wallis ~ Watershed  Productions

2006 June
The Paston Letters ~ BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour


A dramatisation of the oldest letters in medieval England

A 10 episode, 2 week series with Geraldine James and Rosemary Leach. Producer, Polly Thomas 

2005 January
The Drover’s Path ~ BBC Radio 4, Saturday Afternoon Theatre


Pick of the day ~ The Daily Mail, Independent and Radio Times

with Malcolm Hebden. Producer, Polly Thomas
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Dr Glas ~ BBC Radio 4, Afternoon Theatre

adaptation of the classic Swedish novel with Jim Carter and Lisa Harrow. Producer, Chris Wallis ~ Watershed Productions 
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Letters From My Mother ~ BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour


Producer, Polly Thomas

2003 September
The Spring Sonata ~ BBC Radio 4, Saturday Afternoon Theatre.


Gillian Reynold’s Choice, The Telegraph

Producer, Chris Wallis ~ Watershed Productions

2003 January
Exchanges in Bialystok ~ original play for BBC Radio 4


Chosen by the BBC to represent the UK for the


European Broadcasting Union’s Conference in Helsinki 2003 


Pick of the week ~ Time Out and The Times  Pick of the day ~ 


The Guardian, Independent and Financial Times


with David Horovitch


Producer, David Ian Neville ~ BBC Scotland

2002 April
Bottle Blonde And Beautiful ~ original play for BBC Radio 4


Pick of the day The Times, Telegraph and Independent 


Producer Polly Thomas

2001 April
Bye Bye Miss America High ~ original play for BBC Radio 4,


a Fast Track commission  


Short-listed for  Bafta Mental Health Drama Award . 2001


Pick of the week and pick of the day


Producer Melanie Harris ~ BBC Manchester. 

2000 December
No Ice in Weymouth ~ BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour.


A recreation of the world of Jane Austen ~ 


based on her letters and on other sources


A 5 episode, 1 week series with Suzannah Harker


Pick of the week ~ The Times

Producer, Peter Leslie Wilde ~ BBC Birmingham 

2000 November
Founders Day ~ original play for BBC Radio 4


Pick of the week and pick of the day

with Brigit Forsyth


Producer, Polly Thomas ~ BBC Manchester.

2000 July 
A Confirmed Bachelor ~ BBC Radio 4, Classic Serial


An adaptation of Schnitzler’s novella


Producer, Peter Leslie Wild ~ BBC Birmingham

1999 December
Seasons Greetings ~ BBC Radio 4, Christmas Special

A radio adaptation of Alan Ayckbourn’s play with Frances Barber,

Bill Nighy, Geoffrey Palmer and John Sessions.


Producer, Polly Thomas ~ BBC Manchester

1999 November
Germs Apart ~ original play for BBC Radio 4


Pick of the week


Producer, Polly Thomas ~ BBC Manchester  

1999 July 
Out in The Dark ~ BBC Radio 4


Pick of the week


Producer, Peter Leslie Wild ~ BBC Birmingham 

1998 June 
Divided Harvest ~ original play for BBC Radio 4,


a Fast Track  commission


Producer, Nandita Ghose ~ BBC Manchester 

1998 May
Jerusalem North West ~ original play for BBC Radio 4


Pick of the week and pick of the day 


Producer, Nandita Ghose ~ BBC Manchester

1996 August
Out in the Dark ~ Edinburgh Festival Fringe


Adelstrop Productions

1994 June
Out in the Dark ~ West Yorkshire Playhouse


an original play with music on the life of the poet Edward Thomas


Adelstrop Productions

1986
Jubile ~ The Constable Trophy Fiction Prize ~ Runner Up


Development Grant from Yorkshire Arts


Screenplay option developed with the late Mai Zetterling.

1980 - 1990  
Wrote four novels ~ commended by Constables, Collins and

Heinemann. Pat Barker, judge for the Constable Trophy, makes introduction to her

publishers, Virago  The novels seen as emerging voice of serious new writer

Background

Vanessa Rosenthal is a successful professional actor with many years experience.  Born and brought up in Manchester, she trained at The Central School of Drama and has worked in theatres up and down the country as well as in radio drama, film and television.

Things said of her writing

‘… funny, angry and very recognisable. Watch out for Vanessa Rosenthal, she’s a rising star.’ Gillian Reynolds, The Telegraph
‘Beautifully told with dialogue so carefully crafted it carries with it a sense of being overheard.’  Peter Barnard, The Times
‘The characters cover a larger range than one would expect.’  Pascal Wyse, The Guardian
‘Vanessa Rosenthal has selected some of the finest moments of Austen’s correspondence, along with some choice extracts from the novels to paint a vivid picture.’

Peter Barnard, The Times (of Jane Austen’s letters for BBC Radio 4, Woman’s Hour)

Contact details:

Nick Quinn

The Agency

Pottery Lane

LONDON W11 4LZ
Email: nquinn@theagency.co.uk
                                                                               Tel:  0207  727 1346
SAMPLE SCRIPT

RED, WHITE AND BLUE ,WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO YOU.

EPISODE 1

FX AFRICAN DRUM MUSIC AND NATIVE SINGING SEGUEING INTO

EASTERN SITAR MUSIC, INTO PORTUGESE FADO, INTO CREOLE. 

1 INT.MISS ADAMS, SECRETARY OF THE COLONIAL NURSING

ASSOCIATION- A VERY CORRECT, SOMEWHAT PIOUS SCOT,

CONCLUDING AN ADDRESS TO A PACKED MEETING.

FX BIG BEN

MISS A   
Lady Antrobus, the Chairman of the Colonial Nursing Association Committee, who unfortunately cannot be with us today, has asked me as Secretary to extend our appreciation and thanks to you. Since 1896 your support has enabled countless numbers of our nurses to leave these shores to carry help and comfort to untold hearths and homes across the Empire. Today, with that same help, those numbers have swelled significantly so that we can, with some justice, say we now have nurses all over the world. An idea of the scope and extent of the Association’s work is evidenced in ‘Nursing Notes’-our professional journal-  and we hope as you take your copies away you’ll see this for yourselves. Through their letters home to us from across the globe our nurses vividly describe what it is like to be a nurse of the Colonial Nursing Association in 1926. We hope you will be as proud of them as we are. And we say to you once more-  Thank- you. Thank –you. 

FX APPLAUSE 

CROSS FADE

2 FX COLLAGE OF VOICES BELOW ON SLIGHT RE-VERB.

FX MUSIC MEDLEY AS AT TOP OF EPISODE AGAIN FAINTLY 

 ONE
I am finding the work in Palestine so interesting. Martha Kay. Jericho.

TWO 
The hospital quarters are comfortable but not so attractive as those in Basra which have a garden. Edna G Wilson. Iraq.

THREE
In Uganda I started doing inoculations against plague carrying out two or three hundred a day. Margaret Tomlinson. Uganda. 

FOUR
The only thing which is a terrific trial to me in Shanghai is the mosquitoes. Josephine Crowe. China.

TWO
I think for any nurse coming out here it would be a good idea to give them some idea of the things to bring. One nurse came out without any household linen or evening dresses. M. Harrison. Kenya.  

ONE
I have been accepted for the post of nursing sister in Kuala Lumpur-

TWO
- in Nigeria.

ONE
- in Aden

TWO
- in Trinidad.

CROSS FADE

3 INT PHOENIX. MAURITIUS. VERANDAH OF HOUSE

INA CHAFER AGED 41, FROM MIDDLESEX, WRITING

FX TROPICAL INSECTS. BIRD SONG.

INA
Phoenix, Mauritius.  April 10 1926.

To the Secretary,

The Colonial Nursing Association,

Gordon Sq,

London.

Dear Miss Adams,


This is to tell you that we didn’t arrive here until March 15. But we are settled down now in our little house on this little island. Miss Ellis and Miss Browning were both out at cases when we arrived. Miss Miller went out the next night after our arrival for Night Duty to a Pneumonia and I followed on the Monday- though mine was only a brief stay- a little girl of 5 who had to have her tonsils removed. On the Wednesday Mrs Pickering, the local Secretary of the O.N.A. kindly drove us to Government House so we did our duty and met the Governor and Lady Read and their daughter.

CROSS FADE

4 INT. GOVERNMENT HOUSE

INA, MISS MILLER, MRS PICKERING, GOVERNOR.

FX TEA CUPS ETC.

MRS P
May I present Miss Crafer and Miss Miller, who have just arrived from England.

GOV
How do you do. We hope you will be very happy here with us and if there’s anything you want or need you must not hesitate to let us know. Or to let Mrs Pickering know through the Committee. We always take a keen interest in the welfare of our overseas nurses.

MILL

INA
(MURMURING) Thank- you, Sir. Thank- you.

CROSS FADE

5 INT. VERANDAH .AS BEFORE

 INA
(ON MIC) On the way there we saw more of the island.  Save for a few French bungalows, it is all sugar plantations round here. Our house is painted white both inside and out and is entirely of wood. All on one floor of course, with a verandah facing the front garden encircled by a broad motor drive to the front door. There is a cosy little sitting room, a dining room and telephone office attached. The 4 bedrooms, all lead into each other, so when it’s hot we have the doors open and talk to each other at night.

CROSS FADE

6  INT BEDROOM OF THE BUNGALOW. MAURITIUS

DOROTHY MILLER - NORTHERN AND MISS ELLIS, BRUSQUE, TALK

THROUGH THE OPEN DOORS TO INA

FX A FAN WHIRRS, INSECTS. BIRDS. A DISTANCE OFF BIDA, THE COOK,

AND ADA TALK IN THE GARDEN AND LAUGH.

INA
Bina and Ada are out there smoking!

ELLIS
And eating paw paws from our tree I expect. Bina loves them. He even makes paw paw jam.

MILL
What’s it like?

ELLIS
A cross between vegetable marrow and pumpkin but quite nice.

 INA
I wish one or other of them could teach the boy not to put his thumbs in the food when he serves at table. 

MILL
I’ve been trying to tell to him but my French is so bad.

ELLIS
He’s Bina’s nephew from Bombay. He only speaks Hindi.

INA
That explains it!

THEY ALL LAUGH.

CROSS FADE

7 INT. THE VERANDAH, MAURITIUS AS BEFORE

INA
(ON MIC It was very, very hot when we arrived, but I was glad to use a jersey last evening in the house and a blanket at night. Professionally life is a bit disappointing for the ‘private cases’ seem to be few and far between and one realises that for this reason it is an  impossibility for the salary to be any higher. The French are very conservative and at heart do not like the English population in Mauritius and one has to start out ready to fight this feeling and to try to make them like us. Oh I hope this doesn’t sound like a grumble. We have so much to be thankful for and I’m sure I am especially thankful, as I’ve no home in England.  Well, my other news I will leave until my next letter, but I wonder, Miss Adams, if you have any news of my chum Miss Gladys Hughes? She and I were at the London Hospital together and I should so like to know how she is going on in her new posting. 

 
Yours very sincerely,

Ina Crafer.

CROSS FADE

8 INT. GORDON SQ. LONDON

MISS ADAMS WITH MARJORIE, THE YOUNG CLERK FROM TULSE HILL

FX BIG BEN.  TYPEWRITERS OFF

 MISS A
  Gladys Hughes, Marjorie? Why have I heard her name recently? 

MARJ
 A letter came this week, Miss Adams. It’s in the folder marked- ‘outstanding,  ready  for reply’.

MISS A
That’s it of course! But I had no idea that Miss Hughes and Miss Crafer were colleagues together at The London. Or if I knew I’ve forgotten.

MARJ
No one can expect you to remember the details of all the nurses, Miss Adams.

MISS A
(WRYLY) Oh I rather think they do. Right. I should like you to take a dictation if you would. I shall reply to Miss Crafer whilst hers is fresh in my mind. Ready? 

MARJ
Yes, Miss Adams

MISS A 
 (DICTATING) “ Dear Miss Crafer. I was delighted to receive your letter and to hear how you and Miss Miller are settling into your new surroundings.  Mauritius was where the idea for an Association of Trained nurses to serve overseas was first conceived. At that time The Government hospital in St Louis provided for the needs of the natives but there was no provision for private patients outside of this”-(BREAKING OFF. TO HERSELF) She needs to understand that the role of our Nursing sisters in providing private care to the wider community is so very important. So add – “And I know you will accept its conditions with cheerfulness”. Underline cheerfulness

MARJ
Yes, Miss Adams. Shall I carry on?

MISS A
Do. ( DICTATING)” Now you ask after Miss Hughes”. – (BREAKING OFF) Where is this folder?

MARJ
Under the new applicants file.

MISS A
Ah yes!  (RIFLING THROUGH) Somers…. Craig……. Burton…….Hughes! Here we are. (SKIM READING ) …Fortune Bay, Newfoundland !  Interesting…………… My goodness!………..  Good gracious. (CONSIDERING)

We’ve never had a nurse posted so far north before, have we Marjorie?

MARJ
Not since I’ve been here, Miss Adams.

BEATS. MISS ADAMS PREOCCUPIED.

MISS A
Umm….. Have you read this letter, Marjorie?

MARJ
No, Miss Adams. I just put it with the incoming pile.

MISS A
Quite remarkable (READING)

“ Garnish, Fortune Bay,

Newfoundland.

June 8 1926.

Dear Miss Adams,

I thought I would write and let you know that  I reached my final destination three weeks ago,  arriving in St Johns on  May 14 after quite a good voyage”. 

CROSS FADE

9 INT. LOG CABIN  NEWFOUNDLAND .

GLADYS HUGHES WRITING. GLADYS IS WELSH, AGED 37.

FX BLUSTERY WIND OUTSIDE

LAST LINE OF MISS ADAM’S IN PREVIOUS SCENE OVERLAPS WITH

GLADYS

GLAD   
(ON MIC.) But I found I had to wait there a week for a boat to take me to the South West coast.  It took me another two days to get here and I had to spend a night at Burin before a twenty mile drive in a pony and trap the next morning through the most wonderful country. The scenery is beautiful and the weather has been very nice these last few days. This is a large settlement, one of the largest in Fortune Bay. There are between 800 to 900 people here all living in little wooden houses and I am very glad if I am of some help to them. I am kept quite busy but not too busy. There has been no resident doctor here in Garnish since 1876 I believe when a diphtheria epidemic carried off 300 children including the 5 of Dr Hancock. People are very welcoming. Yesterday I was taken on a conducted tour of the harbour area by a Mr Lane, one of the fishermen here and from an old established family in the colony who was telling me how the natural landscape of the Barrisway has lent itself to the deep sea fishing industry so well but in 1922 the harbour was blocked solid with ice from December to February and they’d neither doctor or nurse on hand They are grateful I’m here now. In fact everyone is very kind. I am kept in flowers, lettuce, and cream by different people. The Summer here is beautiful, quite like an English summer but not quite as long.  These are my first impressions. I will write again soon but if any of this is of interest for Nursing Notes please use whatever you wish. Yours faithfully, Gladys Hughes.

CROSS FADE

11 INT. GORDON SQ

FX TYPEWRITERS ETC 

MISS A
Such a nice sensible type. I remember her well now. And from a good family. Her father was a Librarian in Pontypridd. Perhaps it’s because of her literary background that she’s able to see the value of her experience to others.  This might indeed do well for ‘Nursing Notes’. And interesting the connection between her and Miss Crafer. Though they could hardly be more poles apart 

( LITTLE LAUGH AT HER OWN JOKE)

MARJ
(TRYING TO BE HELPFUL) Both in different continents.

MISS A
Quite.

FX STILL HANDLING LETTER

MISS A
Um….   I wonder ….. Suppose we were to publish extracts of their letters side by side? My predecessor was happy to print letters randomly in ‘Nursing Notes’ but this could be very effective. Not the personal detail of course. 

MARJ
Would you like me to look out both their files?

MISS A
Do, Marjorie. Do And as a letter comes in from either of them mark it for my first attention. Let us see how things go on. 

CROSS FADE

12 INT. THE VERANDAH. MAURITIUS.

FX INSECTS

INA
(ON MIC) Phoenix,

Mauritius,

September 6 1926. 

Dear Miss Adams,

Thank you for your letter. It has been very hot here but as we’ve all nursed in the tropics, we are used to the heat but I think the mosquitoes are worse here than on the Gold Coast. The cases in Private nursing have been erratic. Sometimes long periods of slackness and sometimes occasions when all four nurses are out together.  I am just trying to be patient, only one does not want to stagnate after so recently going through four months to gain a midwifery certificate. If later the Association here decides that it cannot afford to keep four of us, please Miss Adams, if there is a vacancy in Colombo or the Malay States would you give me the chance of a transfer. Though I’m 41 I’ve the vitality of 31 and I do trust the committee won’t let my age be a barrier to me  for many years to come. Here the canes in many parts of the island are just now being cut and everywhere one meets bullocks laden with the cut sugar canes lazily plodding to and from the railway stations where special trains take them to the mills. Bina, our old Indian cook, took me with him when he was taking refreshments to his sons the other day. 

CROSS FADE.

113 EXT. A TRACK BESIDE SUGAR CANE FIELDS. MAURITIUS.

INA AND BINA IN A PONY AND TRAP.

FX BULLOCKS BEING WHIPPED ON WITH STICKS BELLOWING.

WOODEN CART WHEELS CREAKING. NATIVE WORKING SONG.

BINA
  See everything by hand, Memsahib! No mechanicals.

INA
No machinery?

BINA
No, there is none. With machete. Like so. Whack. Whack. Whack.

INA
Why are they setting fire to that field over there. Won’t it harm the sugar canes?

BINA
Is not the canes. First is fire to chase and kill bad snakes. Very bad snakes then is cutting. Cutting all day long. Whack. Whack! Whack!

CROSS FADE

14 VERANDAH AS BEFORE

INA 
(ON MIC) I will try to send you some snapshots of the cane cutting in my next letter but photography is an expensive item in Mauritius and so I cannot do what I would, as I feel my first duty is to get clear of debt. I am almost miserly in my avidity for the first of the month to come round so I can say there is another £ 2.00 gone to Miss Adams and other debts paid. It is uphill work but it is a great consolation to be feeling that with perseverance I may get clear. I haven’t any other news at present- Oh but I should have said at the beginning that I was pleased to have the news of Miss Hughes  in her far away parts and am delighted by your proposal for ‘Nursing Notes’. Please select whatever parts of my letters may interest others and use alongside hers as you suggest.

Yours very sincerely,]

Ina Crafer

CROSS FADE

15 INT. THE LONDON OFFICE. MISS A AND MARJORIE

FX PENCIL CUTTING TEXT OF LETTER 

MISS A
We’ll use the sugar cane cutting and the description of the old Indian man . But not the rest. Poor Miss Crafer. Her anxieties about her pressing economic situation are understandable but she must keep more of her own counsel.

MARJ
And there was a second letter from Miss Hughes last week.

MISS A
Ah yes! Something to do with winter conditions if I remember

CROSS FADE

16 INT. GLADY’S CABIN . NEWFOUNDLAND

.GLAD
(ON MIC) Garnish,



Fortune Bay,



Newfoundland,



February 28 1927



Dear Miss Adams,



Thank you very much for your Xmas card from the Association.  I am very happy here and so far have survived the winter weather which has been 30 degrees below zero. I do not find the isolation so very terrible now. It is surprising how one gets used to it. I haven’t seen a train for 9 months and am quite used to the primitive conditions. There are no sanitary arrangements here, no water in the houses and the only light is a kerosene lamp. The water has to be fetched from the public well which by the way is only 4 feet deep and in the summer the water is not what it should be. I am hoping to get a new well for the people this summer. Life is not be any means monotonous and the days fly by. Soon it will be my first spring here and I shall have new things to tell you.



Yours very sincerely,



Gladys Hughes”.

CROSS FADE

17 INT. LONDON OFFICE AS BEFORE

MISS A
 I think this will work admirably. Lady Antrobus has long been keen on ways to enliven our journal. Type up the passages I’ve marked, Marjorie, and we’ll include them in the next editions. Under a title perhaps?

MARJ
What about -Two Hemispheres:  two postings?

MISSA
Two Hemispheres: two postings!  That will work splendidly. Well done, Marjorie. 

FX MUSIC AS PER TOP OF EPISODE. 

END OF EPISODE 

CAST LIST

MISS ADAMS

INA

GLADYS/ MISS ELLIS

MARJ/ MISS MILLER

